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Code being amended:  Commercial Provisions Residential Provisions 
(A MS Word version of the code is linked to the name) 

 
Code Section # C202 

Brief Description: 

This proposal incorporates various corrections and clarifications from the Seattle Energy Code into the 2021 WSEC 

definitions. 

Proposed code change text: (Copy the existing text from the Integrated Draft, linked above, and then use underline for 

new text and strikeout for text to be deleted.) 

ATTIC AND OTHER ROOFS. All other roofs Roofs other than roofs with insulation entirely above deck and metal building 

roofs, including roofs with insulation entirely below (inside of) the roof structure (i.e., attics, cathedral ceilings, and 

single-rafter ceilings), roofs with insulation both above and below the roof structure, and roofs without insulation. but 

excluding roofs with insulation entirely above deck and metal building roofs. 

AUTOMATIC CONTROL DEVICE. A device capable of automatically turning loads off and on controlling equipment and devices 
without manual intervention. 

BUILDING ENTRANCE. Any doorway, set of doors, revolving door, vestibule, or other form of portal (including elevator 

doors such as in parking garages) that is ordinarily used to gain access to the building or to exit from the building by its 

users and occupants. This does not include doors solely used to directly enter mechanical, electrical, and other building 

utility service equipment rooms, or doors for emergency egress only. Where buildings have separate one-way doors to 

enter and or leave, any doors ordinarily used to leave the building are also deemed a building entrance. 

COMPUTER ROOM. A room whose primary function is to house equipment for the processing and storage of electronic 

data and that has a design total information technology equipment (ITE) equipment power density less than or equal to 

20 watts per square foot (20 watts per 0.092 m2) (215 watts per m2) of conditioned floor area or a design ITE equipment 

load less than or equal to 10 kW. See also data center. 

CONDITIONED SPACE. An area, room or space that is enclosed within the building thermal envelope and that is directly 
heated or cooled or that is indirectly heated or cooled. Spaces are indirectly heated or cooled where they communicate 
through openings with conditioned spaces, where they are separated from conditioned spaces by uninsulated walls, 
floors or ceilings, or where they contain uninsulated ducts, piping or other sources of heating or cooling. Elevator shafts, 
stair enclosures, enclosed corridors connecting conditioned spaces, and enclosed spaces through which conditioned air is 
intentionally transferred at a rate exceeding three air changes per hour are considered conditioned spaces for the 
purposes of the building thermal envelope requirements. 
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CONTROLLED PLANT GROWTH ENVIRONMENT. Group F and U buildings or spaces that are used exclusively for and specifically 

controlled to facilitate and enhance plant growth and production by manipulating various indoor environmental 

conditions. Technologies include indoor agriculture, cannabis growing, hydroponics, aquaculture and aquaponics. 

Controlled indoor environment variables include, but are not limited to, temperature, air quality, humidity and carbon 

dioxide. 

CONTROLLED RECEPTACLE. An electrical receptacle that is controlled by an automatic control device. 

DATA CENTER. A room or series of rooms that share Data Center Systems whose primary function is to house equipment 

for the processing and storage of electronic data, which has a design total information technology equipment (ITE) 

equipment power density exceeding 20 watts per square foot (20 watts per 0.092 m2) (215 watts per m2) of conditioned 

area and a total design ITE equipment load greater than 10 kW. 

LUMINAIRE-LEVEL LIGHTING CONTROL. A lighting system consisting of one or more luminaires where each luminaire has 

embedded lighting control logic, occupancy and ambient light sensors, and local override switching capability, where 

required. Each luminaire shall also have local or central wireless networking capabilities to detect and share information 

with other luminaires to adjust to occupancy and/or daylight in the space. 

SOLAR ZONE. A clear area or areas reserved solely for current and future installation of photovoltaic or solar hot water 

systems. 

SPACE CONDITIONING CATEGORY. Categories are based on the allowed peak space conditioning output capacity per square 

foot of conditioned floor area, or the design set point temperature, for a building or space. Space conditioning categories 

from lowest to highest include: low energy, semi-heated, conditioned, refrigerated walk-in and warehouse coolers, and 

refrigerated walk-in and warehouse freezers. 

Purpose of code change: 

Revise language to clarify code intent. These changes are not intended to alter existing code stringency. 
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